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design notes

It’s innovation at its greenest; art is literally alive at Articulture Designs in Austin. 
“’Art is alive’ is the mantra I work and live by,” says Monique 

Capanelli, owner and principal designer of Articulture Designs. “I 
paint with plants and sculpt with earth to make living, breathing 
art.” 

Capanelli’s passions for art and plants converged into a creative 
business venture that has people taking notice. Articulture Designs 
provides interior botanical design services ranging from rare trees 
to artful centerpieces to living walls creations. In addition, Capan-
elli works with wedding and event planners to provide memorable 
décor and is launching a line of living furniture. 

Each living art piece is tailored to the client’s needs and lifestyle. 
Capanelli says it is important to determine the amount of mainte-
nance the client is willing to be involved with as the art piece is 
living. She also has to determine the amount of light and humidity 
levels of the space where the art will be installed, as this is crucial 
to designing the plant palette. 

Her living wall creations are perhaps the most captivating designs 
the company produces. They range in size from small 6-inch frames 
to large 30-foot wide walls and can be created for either indoor 

or outdoor spaces. Each wall is a customized art commission: the 
planting palette is designed to the light and surroundings of the 
space, and the materials and aesthetic are matched to the location’s 
style and architecture. 

“It shakes things up by framing plants where a painting would 
normally hang,” Capanelli says. “It’s perfect for the plant lover, of 
course. But as we become more urban in nature, I see more high-
rise residents attracted to bringing some of the outside world to 
the inside.”

Capanelli’s love for the outside world is also seen Articulture 
Designs’ sustainability practices. She is a certified permaculture 
designer, which means she incorporates sustainability into every 
aspect of her business. “We obsessively follow the reduce, reuse, 
recycle mantra, as well as compost all organic materials on-site, or 
feed them to our chickens,” she says. Many of the living wall frames 
have been made from reclaimed barn wood or vintage frames, 
another way Capanelli reuses and recycles. 

To learn more or to commission a living art piece, visit 
articulturedesigns.com. TH&L
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